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Our mission at Shapleigh School is to help 
students grow in mind, body, and spirit
in a safe and caring environment.
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We the People

On Thursday, June 9th, ten of Shapleigh School's top scholars participated in the first ever "We the People Expo" at 
USM in Portland. We the People is a national program sponsored by the Center for Education. Students are assigned a 
unit of study on a topic related to the US Constitution such as federalism, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and 
citizen participation. Students prepared several four minute opening statements, as they did not know which set of 
questions the judges would select. They also had to prepare for a six minute "Q and A" session, where the concepts 
they discussed were probed in depth by two judges; one high school teacher and one college professor.  

Shapleigh's students were articulate and confident in facing the judges' questions. The feedback from the judges was 
overwhelmingly positive. Since this was the first "We the People" event at the middle school level, the teams were not 
scored. However, it was abundantly evident that the Shapleigh students had prepared very well for their performance.

Jeremy Batchelder Josh Schneier, Chris Bailey, Colin Macomber, Garrett Rosen, 
Clara Hannigan, Haley Pereira, Elora McCuddy, Morgan Reed,and Jillian Clark.



The sixth grade students at Shapleigh School 
wrote beautiful letters to our servicemen and 
servicewomen in Afghanistan, Iraq, Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center and Bethesda Naval 
Hospital.  This idea came about because of all 
the wonderful things people in the United 
States enjoy and all the military personnel and 
their families that sacrifice their time so we 
can enjoy our freedom. Even more on a 
personal note, I have five nephews who are 
presently serving abroad in “hot spots” and 
know that a note from the states makes a 
positive impact in an otherwise tense day.

I am especially proud of our sixth graders.  
Their writing could be in the form of a letter, 
essay on freedom, or poem, whichever they 
felt comfortable with.  The main direction was 
that the writing had to “come from their 
hearts” and they exceeded the expectation.  
They are truly beautiful and those that read 
them will have a smile on their face or tear in 
their eye.  Thank you Shapleigh sixth graders – 
you make us proud!

Sixth Grade Students Pay Tribute 
to Servicemen and Women

by Agnes Bowen

In an interdisciplinary 
lesson with science 
and language arts, 
fourth grade students 
researched an animal 
and presented their 
facts on tri-folds. 
S t u d e n t s a p p l i e d 
writing skills they had 
learned throughout the

Fourth Grade Animal 

Research Walk-Thru

year including similes, strong verbs, voice, and 
catching the reader’s attention. They used 
mentor texts to show examples of 
interestingly written scientific information. 
Students completed the diorama of their 
animals at home. They enjoyed sharing their 
work with the many visitors who came to the 
walk-thru.



Bridge Building 
by Nancy Sebert

Shapleigh School in Kittery, ME, is getting students 
involved in community issues and complex problem 
solving with the trial run of an expeditionary learning 
project on building bridges. Shapleigh students have been 
building bridges with toothpicks for several years, but this 
year, we changed the bridge location from Kittery Point 
to the Memorial Bridge that connects Kittery to 
Portsmouth, NH. The Memorial Bridge was the inspiration 
for this project because of its historical, structural, and 
commercial worth to the seacoast area, and its imminent 
replacement. We wanted students to learn more about 
the importance of this bridge to our community, so we 
used as much real world application as possible to have 
students design, build, and persuade an audience that 
their company should be hired to replace the Memorial 
Bridge. 

Keith Coda, the Project Manager of the Memorial Bridge 
Reconstruction from the NH DOT, Jon Carter, the Kittery 
Town Manager, and Thurston Powell, a retired tugboat 
operator were all guest speakers for students to 
understand the undertaking of this type of construction, 
the impact on the communities, and the need for a 
bridge that can accommodate large ships in the 
Piscataqua River. 

Students were hired for the positions of Project Manager, 
Architect, and Accountant, with specific roles to complete 
the project successfully. We had 21 groups, divided into 
two boys’ rooms and two girls’ rooms. Groups had a 
budget of 90 million dollars, based on the replacement 
costs reported in the newspaper, to buy building supplies. 
They engaged in building a scale model of their bridge 
design with planning paper, popsicle sticks, glue, string 
and toothpicks. Finally, they had to write and present a 
proposal that included a project scope - giving an 
overview of why they chose the design they did, project 
phases - explaining what steps would occur to get the 
bridge up and running, and project cost - describing how 
much each part of the project would cost and why this 
would be reasonable. The winning bridge groups received 
a plaque to commemorate their accomplishment. 

We are learning a lot about bridge design, working as a team, budgeting, 
measurement, accuracy, and problem-solving when there are no easy answers. 
Both students and teachers will play a crucial role in revising this project each 
year to improve on it and make it even more expeditionary. If you have any 
questions or comments, please feel free to contact Robyn Angus or Nancy Sebert 
of the 7th grade teaching team at Shapleigh 


