
!

W

Our mission at Shapleigh School is to help 
students grow in mind, body, and spirit
in a safe and caring environment.
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Sixth Grade Visits the Gulf of 
Maine Research Institute

Shapleigh's sixth grade students visited 
the  Gulf of Maine Research Institute's 
LabVenture in Portland March 5 and 6. 
While there, students engaged in 
several hands-on demonstrations, 
learning about such subjects as lobster 
fishing, climate change, and complex 
systems. Students were  able to 
perform research on the length and 
gender of lobsters, take part in 
interactive  virtual displays, and 
collaborate  on their findings with the 
GMRI's expert staff. Students also 
traveled in the GMRI's LabVenture! bus, 
and were given login information to the 
GMRI's Complex Systems website, 
mystery.gmri.org.

“M & M’s” have exploded all over the 
walls of the 6th grade wing at Shapleigh.  
Students have been studying the correct 
way to write the four types of dialogue 
and how to incorporate them in their 
descriptive writing. They learned how to 
write dialogue by looking at “Calvin and 
Hobbes” and “Peanuts” cartoons. So                             
what’s with “M & M’s?” Each student had                                
to create an eight-frame cartoon using two                              
or three M & M characters. They then had                                   
to turn the cartoon into a descriptive writing piece using correct 
punctuation of dialogue. Mrs. Bowen says, “To say our students are 
creative is an understatement. I laughed as I graded the papers. Of 
course, we ate “M & M’s” at the end. I felt a little guilty after 
seeing them as a person.” Make sure you check out the students’ 
work when you come in for your student-parent-teacher conference.

Besides M & M’S we also have a bulletin board covered in little 
books in which the children wrote about a place that is very special 
to their heart. They did a fabulous job editing their own work and 
creating and illustrating their book. Mrs. Bowen says, “I could make 
a vacation out of traveling to some of the places they wrote 
about. What beautiful work! Well done, sixth grade.”

http://mystery.gmri.org/
http://mystery.gmri.org/


Resources

http://litworld.org/
worldreadalouddayblog Quick 
article about reading aloud and 
its implications with WRAD.

http://
learning.blogs.nytimes.com/
2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-
and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-
day/ New York Times article--
WRAD.

http://
larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/
2012/03/07/the-best-
resources-for-world-read-aloud-
day/ A collection of resources 
for WRAD.

On Wednesday, March 6, Shapleigh 
students participated in World Read 
Aloud Day. Each class was given a 
book by the student council to be 
read aloud.  After the read aloud, the 
book was inscribed and the books 
were  sent to schools in need. 
Students from  the upper grades 
attended a training session and then 
read to students in the lower grades. 
Following the story students were 
engaged in activities including 
creating a drawing or visual of 
something they enjoyed from  the 
story, having a conversation about 
what it means to not be  able  to 
read, discussing possible  reasons for 
illiteracy, initiating a sharing time to 
discuss favorite books, authors, and 
what they most enjoy about reading. 
The goal of the day was to bring 
awareness to illiteracy. Students 
discussed questions such as: What 
does it mean to be  illiterate? How 
might it affect peoples’ lives, their 
chances of survival, their rights, their 
ab i l i ty to vote/part ic ipate  in 
democratic processes etc.   

Statistics and questions about reading 
that might prompt some discussion 
included:
~ 793 million people worldwide still 
remain illiterate
~ Why is it important to read?  What 
do we do with reading?

~ How do you feel about being able 
to read while thousands of others 
around the world cannot?
~ Is being able to read a right?
~ According to the latest data 
(2009), 793 million adults – two 
thirds of them women – lack basic 
reading and writing skills. Included in 
this statistic are 127 million youth 
aged 15-24. (UNESCO)
~ Since 1985, the female adult 
literacy rate has risen 15%, which is 
about double the growth of the male 
literacy rate in the same time period. 
(UNESCO)
~ On tests involving 4,500 to 10,000 
students in 43 countries, half of the 
girls said they read for at least thirty 
minutes a day, compared with less 
than one-third of the boys. (UNESCO)
~ In sub-Saharan Africa, girls have less 
than a 50% chance of finishing 
primary school. In some Asian 
countries, girls also struggle: 41% of 
girls in Pakistan and 30% in India fail 
to finish primary school. (results.org)
~ Poorly-literate individuals are less 
likely to participate in democratic 
processes and have fewer chances to 
fully exercise their civil rights. 
(UNESCO)
~ A child born to a mother who can 
read is 50 percent more likely to 
survive past the age of 5 than a child 
born to an illiterate woman. (UNESCO)
~ A literate and educated girl is three

World Read Aloud Day (WRAD)
http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddaypartners/

As part of World Read Aloud Day on March 6, Shapleigh sixth grade students 
Skyped with young adult author Rodman Philbrick, who winters in the Florida Keys 
and is a Kittery summer resident. Many of his books have local settings. He read 
from his only sci-fi novel, The Last Book in the Universe, and answered some great 
questions from students. They found out how he gets ideas for his books, how 
long it takes him to write, what happens to books that aren’t published, and 
more. He revealed that he is editing his newest book which is set in New Orleans 
during Hurricane Katrina with a boy named Hurricane Zane and his dog.

times less likely to acquire AIDS, she 
will earn at least twenty-five percent 
more income, and she will produce a 
smaller, healthier family. (UNESCO)

http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddayblog
http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddayblog
http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddayblog
http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddayblog
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/guest-post-tools-and-tips-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/03/07/the-best-resources-for-world-read-aloud-day/
http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddaypartners/
http://litworld.org/worldreadalouddaypartners/


Congratulations! 

Rotary Student of the Month 

Recipients
January:  Rachel McCarthy
February: Marin Keele, grade 8
March: Selena Ott, grade 7

FIFTH GRADE SCIENTISTS 

STUDY THE MARS ROVER

Recently the 5th grade 
participated in a webinar about 
the Mars Rover.   Scientists 
involved in the Mars Rover project 
explained on a live broadcast how 
the rovers are created, some          
of the problems they 
encountered, and how scientists 
worked together to fix the 
problems.

Students were able 
to participate       
in a live chat, and 
ask and answer 
questions about the 
rovers. Several 
questions and 
answers from 
Shapleigh students 
were selected by the 
scientists. It was 
quite a thrill.

The Little Amplifiers have been 
working hard learning 60's music 
for the play. This has been a great 
learning experience for the 
students. Joe and Mike Lombardi 
from Traip Academy are mentoring 
the guitar students here every 
week. Mrs. Thayer and the students 
appreciate all of their help.

The Shapleigh School Green 
Team did a fantastic job presenting 
information at the town hall meeting 
and are now working on a movie to be 
aired on the public access channel!  
They have written thank you letters to 
local businesses that have gone green. 
They supervise snack and lunch blocks 
helping their peers with recycling and 
composting. Great job, Green Team!

The first Friday Concert Series at The Kittery Art Gallery is off to a great start! Many students attended in January and February to share  their talents. This is an ongoing series at the gallery, so please  consider attending! For more information checkout their website. 
http://
www.kitteryartassociation

A huge  thank you to Eliot 
Agway fo r the  gene rous 
donation of bird food to go to 
our Pro ject FeederWatch , 
(http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
pfw/). This has been a great 
experience for the 4th grade 
class, and with many bird 
feeders donated from parents 
and also at the Freebie  Barn, we 
have a nice  bird feeding area 
under way. 

NEWS FROM THE  DRAMA CLUB

The Drama club has been working on writing 
scripts and performing for an end of the year 
play. It's all about the 60's with skits on Ray 
Charles, The Freedom Riders, Dr. Who
and much more! Sure to 
be a great time. 
Date TBA...

IditaRead 

Challenge

Minutes Read
4th: 34,929
5th: 35,264
6th: 30, 917
7th: 17,920
8th: 18,316

PARENTS, PLEASE BE AWARE!
We have received word from the 
Kittery Police Department of an 
inappropriate site (www.Omegle.com) 
that has gained popularity with fifth 
to eighth graders. The focus of the 
site is to link students with 
strangers. Although the site has 
been around for awhile, it seems to 
be having more activity recently. As 
always we ask that parents closely 
monitor their child’s computer use. 
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Teacher Spotlight

Chris Pirkl: English Teacher, Grade 8
For this month’s Teacher Spotlight, we choose an English Language                                                              
Arts teacher in Kittery, Maine, who has successfully paired technology                                                   and 
word of mouth to increase reading among his students and colleagues.

Chris Pirkl isn’t the kind of teacher who lets anything get in the way of                                                                                                   
connecting his students with great literature. While some teachers shy                                                       
away from using social networking and technology in their classrooms,                                                        
Pirkl embraces this opportunity.

After spending a year keeping his own personal record on                                                           
Goodreads.com – 648 books read since 2008 – Pirkl decided to create                                                         
a classroom homepage. He incorporated the social media website as                                                                   
a vehicle for his students to break out of the “reading log” rut.

Individually, Pirkl and his students use the site to rank and post                                                             
comments and quotes from books they are reading. They use the                                                        
“friending” feature of the site to secure their communications and                                                             
interact online through lively book discussions. Students can observe                                                         
where someone is in a book and read quotes from authors. Some professional authors have memberships 
on this site and interact with students through Pirkl. For example, students corresponded with the author 
of The Truth of All Things, a book with regional appeal set in Portland, Maine.

Pirkl’s students are always reading at least two books, and they write and post no less than two book 
reviews to the site per trimester. This activity promotes a love of reading as they interact with one another 
by writing responses. He encourages students to add books to their lists based on what their friends are 
reading. A typical post states, “Should I read the next book in the series?” to which another student 
replies, “This is what I thought…” Others can also join the online conversation. Pirkl both monitors 
conversations and interacts with his students in these online classroom-chats.

Technology is a wonderful tool, but Pirkl’s students don’t have to go far to find the face-to-face interaction 
and personal connections between students and teachers.  In addition to lively discussions; their classroom 
library is full of individual-choice books, motivational posters, and comfortable chairs beckon once the 
perfect selection is made!

Reading is truly contagious at Shapleigh Middle School! After Pirkl began modeling himself as a reader 
by letting everyone know the three to four books he is currently reading… other teachers followed suit! 
Photocopied enlargements of the covers of books that each teacher is reading can be seen hanging on 
classroom doors throughout the school. Covers from books students have read also decorate the walls and 
serve as an invitation of what others can read next.

Marilyn Woodside, Kittery’s Director of Curriculum and Instruction, believes Pirkl’s “…enthusiastic 
promotion of reading and writing is exactly what the students need”. She says, “In short, Chris is a well-
respected teacher who makes reading ‘cool’, while reminding his students that there is a book just waiting 
to be read and enjoyed!”

We are proud to spotlight the achievements of Chris Pirkl and his colleagues for modeling and promoting 
literacy at Shapleigh Middle School, in Kittery, Maine.

Contributed by Jean Keegan and Nancy Kach, Revolutionary Schools

http://www.revolutionaryschools.com/2013/02/?cat=4
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WHAT’S UP?  
 MARCH 27                                                        
* School Committee Meeting 6:30 pm              

 MARCH 28                                       
* Parent Conferences 4:00 - 8:00 pm

 APRIL 03                                                     
* 6-8 Recognition Assembly 7:45 am                            

 APRIL 04                                                     
* Parent Conferences 4:00 - 8:00 pm                          

 APRIL 08                                                         
* Traip meetings with eighth graders/
parents                                            
• 6-8 RAs switch

 APRIL 12                                             
* Teacher Comp Day / No School  

 APRIL 14-19                                                 
* Spring Vacation

 APRIL 16                                                                            
* School Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

 APRIL 26 - MAY 01                                                                           
* Japanese Homestay

 APRIL 26                                                         
* 6-8 Dance Sponsored by Grade 7

 MAY 06                                                                           
* MEA Science Test Begins for Grades 5 
and 8                                                  
• 6-8 RAs switch

 MAY 09                                                           
* Early Release Day

 MAY 10                                                            
* Progress Reports Go Home 

 MAY 17                                                           
* 4-5 Activity Sponsored by Special Services  

 MAY 25                                                                           
* Memorial Day Parade                      

 MAY 27                                                               
* Memorial Day Holiday / No School

 MAY 27                                                 
• 6-8 RAs switch

 MAY 31                                                     
* Great East Middle School Music Festival

Parent Conferences
Please be sure to sign up 
for parent conferences 
being held from 4:00 to 
8:00 pm on March 28 and 
April 4. This is a time to 
meet with your child’s 
teachers to understand 
how he/she is 
progressing. Information 
will be coming home from  
your child’s teacher 
explaining how to sign up.

Shapleigh Welcomes Three 
Long Term Substitute 

Teachers
Beginning Monday, March 18, Brianna Tibbetts will be filling in for Aimee Sutherland. Ms. Tibbetts is a certified art teacher, who has recently held a long term substitute position at Noble Junior High School and has substituted in Portsmouth. 

In April our own Hillary Humiston will be filling in for Kristen Gilpatrick in a fourth grade classroom. Ms. Humiston is a certified elementary school teacher and recently organized our World Read Aloud Day. She has also coached field hockey and is the student council advisor.

Also in April Hannah Plekon will be filling in for Corrine Gagnon. Ms. Plekon, who is a certified teacher, has been subbing in area schools including Heronfield Academy in Hampton Falls. 

We wish our mothers and their new babies the very best, and we know you will join us in helping our substitutes to feel at home in the Shapleigh community.

Shapleigh School is hosting a story-based Peeps Diorama contest for all   
students. Students can recreate a scene from their favorite children's or 
young adult book as a diorama using the Peep's shapes of their choice. All 
entries must be delivered to Mrs. Casey on April 1 or April 2, and will be 
displayed until April 11. To enter:
-Make a diorama using a shoebox or comparable item of a similar size.
-The scene must be based on a children's or young adult book.
-The title of the book you are representing should be visible.
-Any materials may be used for the rest of the scene, but all characters 
must be made of Peeps.
-Be sure to put your name on the bottom of the box. A small sticker with 
a number will be affixed to the front of the box for judging purposes. 

Remember, the contest is for students only. Minimal to no adult help is 
preferred. Good luck!


