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SHARK NEWS 
Another Successful Shapleigh Give Back Day

Shapleigh School held their 3rd annual Give Back Day. The students get to learn about and help local 
nonprofit organizations. During this amazing event, this year’s community partners were: 

4th Grade - American Heart Association- Students had a demonstration from a local jumprope team 
and participated in Jumprope for Heart, challenging themselves while raising funds for a good cause! 

5th-Grade - Newmarket Boomerang Bags- Students learned about sustainability and finished by 
making Boomerang Bags to divert waste and foster sustainable behavior.  

6th Grade - Gather Food Pantry- Students learned how the organization serves more than 1,400 
Seacoast residents each month, distributes 285,000 pounds of food each year and distributes food to 
approximately 400 children each week when school is out of session. They were able to then finish with 
sewing, stenciling and designing food bags made from recycled t-shirts.  

7th Grade - Center For Wildlife- Students engaged in learning the valuable service the center offers for 
the community and our local wildlife. Students gave back by making enrichment toys for the animal 
ambassadors. 

8th Grade - Northern Light Hospice- Students helped by making fleece blankets to help provide peace 
and comfort to families.  

Center for Wildlife posted the following on Facebook… 
"Warm Fuzzy Alert! 
We have been honored to partner with Shapleigh School 
in Kittery for years. We have worked on STEAM 
curriculum, Reading With Raptors, our regular programs 
and, one of our favorites, is the Give Back Day! This year 
we went to visit and brought along Dante, our non-
releasable American Crow ambassador and Ophelia, our 
non-releasable Virginia Opossum ambassador to visit 
their 7th graders. Following our visit and presentation, 
the students then created enrichment toys for our 
ambassadors, did a donation drive for items on our wish 
list and then delivered them along with the most 
phenomenal thank you cards. Our cup is filled. These 
kiddos are the future and they are learning the power 
and importance of giving back, of connecting with wildlife 
and their environment and stewardship. They asked 
incredibly thoughtful questions and it was truly a 
pleasure to present for them. Thank you to Shapleigh 
School for educating the heart and the mind. These kids 
have already made a difference, and they are just getting 
started!! 
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The 4th graders recently competed in a STEM activity 
called the Marshmallow Challenge. The goal was to 
build the highest freestanding structure that would 
support a marshmallow. They were given spaghetti, 
tape, string, scissors, and a marshmallow to complete 
the task. All of the teams worked very hard and came 
up with great ideas together. Congratulations to the 
winning team!!

4th Grade’s Annual 
Marshmallow 

Challenge!

The next class after Give Back Day, Mr. Whited's 5th 
grade Math and Science classes jumped with 
excitement at the prospect of giving back to the global 
community by practicing their basic math and science 
skills on freerice.com. 
Freerice.com is an ad revenue website that donates to 
the world food program (WFP) with the contribution of 
every question answered. The donations vary but it 
roughly contributes to 10 grains of rice per question. 
Students practice their facts knowing they are 
contributing to the global community to help end 
hunger. Mr. Whited's students could be heard from 
across the hall with exclamations regarding the 
amount of food they were contributing to those in 
need. Students found that math facts are no longer a 
daunting chore as much as they are an exciting 
responsibility. 

Giving Back With 
Fact Practice

7th Grade Celebrates 
Strength Day!

Students in the seventh grade participated in Strength 
Day on November 23rd after a morning of 
interventions. Strength Day is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to show off their talents, interests and 
activities that might not otherwise be known. Because 
it is a chance to show something they chose, they are 
proud of, and they feel they are good at- it is highly 
motivating! There are many benefits to Strength 
Day. Students, and the adults who work with them, get 
to see a different side to individuals. Students build 
confidence by self-selecting their strength, then 

showcasing it. Finally, we honor the idea of strength 
as it applies to all areas of life, not just school. We saw 
a wide variety of talents, including sports skills, baking 
talents, artistic endeavors, performing arts, outdoor 
activities, karate, flying, dog training, cat training, Lego 
building, and many more! Our students are full of 
wonder and we were happy to share in their glory!

Math Clubs are off and running and open to 
new members. For grades 6-8, meetings are on 
Mondays. For 4th & 5th, meetings are on 
Thursdays. We are having fun with puzzles, 
games and challenging problems. See Ms. Fickett 
for a permission slip.

http://freerice.com/
http://freerice.com/
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During the months of October and November, our 
weekly classroom guidance lessons focused on 'Being 
Assertive', 'Respecting Similarities and Differences', 
'Predicting and Understanding Complex Feelings', 
'Taking Others' Perspectives and Understanding 
Different Perspectives', 'Conversation and 
Compliments', Joining In', 'Accepting Differences', and 
'Disagreeing Respectfully'.   
At the conclusion of each lesson, students were given 
“home links” as a way to share and practice these social 
emotional skills with their parents/guardians. We 
encourage you to engage with your student in these 
practice activities. 
We just started the "Emotion Management" unit.  We 
began the unit with learning about how the brain works/
responds to strong emotions such as 
anger, embarrassment, and worry.

A Note From Mrs. 
Martin—Grades 4/5 
CounselorEighth grade Spanish had a student turning 15, so we 

decided to have a Quinceañera to celebrate. This is a 
Latin-Amercian tradition of celebrating a girl becoming 
a young woman on her 15th birthday. It can be a very 
elaborate tradition. We decided one class shouldn't 

have all the fun and 
crowned a 
Quinceañera 
Queen for each 
class. It was a 
really fun 
experience and we 
even had some 
Quinceañera cakes 
and some cookies 
from local Chef, 
Dave Vargas!  

Spanish Class Fun

Shapleigh Traditions in Honoring Our Veterans

In November, Shapleigh welcomed local veterans and active duty service 
members to its 3rd annual pancake breakfast as a small way to give thanks and 
recognize the service of our veterans. 
Upon entering the building, they were 
greeted with our Wall Of Heroes 
bulletin board where students have 
proudly displayed family members 
who have served or are serving our 
country. Our amazing Shapleigh 
Nutrition staffed cooked and served 
bacon, sausage and pancakes all 
geroursly donated from Johnson’s 
Restaruant and fruit provided by the 
Golden Harvest. The cafeteria was 
fesitvally decorated with linens from 
Marshall Rental Center for students to 
join their family members for special treat. 
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Students in Ms. Sheldon's 5th grade language arts 
classes recently had the opportunity to interview a 
veteran. Ms. O'Brien was an Air Force mechanic, Mr. 
Cummings shared his experience from the Marine Corps 
as a police officer, Mr. Simpson told about his experience 
as an Army medic in Germany during the Vietnam war, 
and Mr. Marinho talked about his experience in the Army 
in Vietnam. Students brainstormed questions before the 
interviews, and worked in small groups to learn about the 
veterans' experiences. Students will now be writing an 
oral history article based on the person they interviewed. 
It was a wonderful experience to have the veterans in the 
classroom sharing a part of their life story with the next 
generation.

Veterans In the 
Classroom

The 8th graders were hard at work all week plugging away 
on their projects for Science and Social Studies! For Social 
Studies, students produced a creative variety of projects for 
our unit on The New Republic time period (1878-1860). The 
projects covered a wide variety of topics from the larger 
categories of The Industrial Revolution, The Transportation 
Revolution, Westward Expansion, Immigration, Native 
American Removal, Women's Rights, and Slavery & The 
Abolitionist Movement. To display their hard work and to 
teach others in the school, we hosted a project museum, 
inviting any and all who could attend. This provided a 
wonderful authentic audience for our students. The museum 
was very well attended, with visits from our smallest 
Shapleigh sharks right up through members of 
administration.  
In Science, students took their learning into their own hands 
by applying what they learned in class to the real 
world. Eighth graders were asked were asked to pick a topic 
that interested them and determine how forces, Newton’s 
Laws, and motion related to 
each other. They were then 
asked to create a final product 
that showed what they had 
learned or discovered.  The 
variety of topics chosen was 
amazing, with a few students 
doubling up on the same idea.  
The final products included 
trifolds, formal lab reports, 
student made videos, how-to 
books, childrens’ books, hand 
made drawings and too many 
more to name.  Overall, the 
students were engaged in their 
research and created amazing 
end products! 

Project Time in 8th 
Grade

Lovin’ the Chef to 
Schools Program!

The Shapleigh kitchen had another successful CTS 
event. Farmer Rick (Manager Karen’s dad) talked to 
students about his honey bees. He generously donated 
honey for our turkey glaze and glazed carrots. 
Chef Chris worked with the kitchen staff making and 
serving a delicious Thanksgiving meal. 
This past month Chef George helped make enchiladas.
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Again this year, Guiness Book of World Records 
was topped 
for “The 
most people 
sports 
stacking at 
multiple 
locations on 
a given 
day.” 
Shapleigh 
had 352 
students 
participate. 
Students are required to stack for 30 minutes to be 
included. Sports stacking increases hand eye 
coordination, ambidexterity, and focus. Thank you 
to Mrs. Gagon for organizing!

December is a busy time for the 
Shapleigh Music Department! The 
band marched in the Kittery Holiday 
Parade, all ensembles performed in 
the Winter Concert, and members of 
the choruses and brass ensemble 
toured caroling and spreading cheer 
around Kittery. So many ways to 
spread the music and joy of the 
season!  

Our Music Department Out in the Community

Stack up 2019 Mr. Bassett’s Dad 
Jokes of the Week!
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        Important Dates 

December 21st - January 1- Winter 
Vacation 

January 7th-11th - Japan Visit 

January 17th - No School, Teacher 
Professional Development Day 

January 20th - No School, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

January 31st - Midterm Progress Reports 

February 17th - No school, President’s 
Day 

February 18th - 21st—February Break 

Grade 6 enjoyed seeing A Christmas Carol at the North 
Shore Music Theater! Students read the classic text in 
LA class and studied Charles Dickens’ life and purpose 
for writing the novel. They also researched life and 
culture of London during the setting of the story, the 
1840’s. 

6th Grade Tradition - 
A Christmas Carol

Opportunity for girls in grades 6-8 

Seacoast Soul Models will be running a 10-week after school program starting in January.  The group will meet at 
Shapleigh from 2:30-4:30 on Thursdays starting January 16 and running until March 26. The group will mix in 
activities and guest facilitators that focus on strengthening girls confidence, self-image, and resiliency.  Activities 
include yoga, meditation, dance, nutritious eating, song/lyric writing, art projects, and a community outreach 
component.  If you are interested see School Counselor, Mrs. O'Neill, for a permission slip or for more information. 
Registration deadline is January 15th.   


