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Aomori, Japan Visits Shapleigh School for the 
26th Year! 

We here at Shapleigh are proud of the longevity of our 
cultural exchange with our Japanese friends.  January’s 
visit marks the 26th time the town of Kittery and Shapleigh 
School has welcomed twelve Japanese students and their 
chaperones for a week long experience.  These students 
come from the town of Rokunohe in the prefecture of 
Aomori.  While they are here, we are lucky to be able to 
share, learn, and exchange with them information about 
Japanese and American culture, history, music, art, 
language, school, sports, likes and dislikes and every year 
make new and wonderful friendships from halfway around 
the world.  This visit brings us much joy and I know that we 
all benefit from participating and learning that we have 
much more in common than we do differences. Many 

thanks to our Kittery families for hosting, Shapleigh’s staff for their flexibility and warm welcome, the 
students for their open minds and hearts, and community members for their support. We look forward 
to the opportunity for our students to visit our Japanese friends in 
August of 2021. 

SHARK NEWS 
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Ten Shapleigh School students competed Thursday in a schoolwide 
geography bee. For the third straight year, 7th grader Myles Seckler took 
the top spot. His twin brother, Ian, took second place, and sixth 
grader Maddy Rohan took third.  

Myles will take a qualifying test to move on to the state competition, which 
will be held on March 27th. He says he feels confident heading into the 

state competition, where he tied for 4th place last year. 
"Most of the people who beat me last year were 
eighth-graders, so they won't be there. The 
competition is being eliminated." Good luck, Myles! 

4th - Sam Abbott and Libby Ford 
5th - Elyse D’Auteuil and Nathan Wilcox 
6th - Maddy Rohan and Zakoi Arsenault 
7th - Myles and Ian Seckler 
8th - Caroline Carven & Samantha Bailey 

And the Winner Is….

After a morning of interventions, 6th grade 
students selected afternoon activities they were 
interested in.  Students chose to participate in: 
Plastic Fantastic group (making plastic waste 
useful), Destruction Dungeon (taking apart 
broken electronics, exploring what was inside 
and why), Crafty Kids (creating parachute cord 
bracelets and more!), and Yoga & Stressbusters 
(how to use mindfulness, meditation, and yoga to 
help balance ourselves).  

6th Grade ExplorationsShapleigh Food 
Drive

In November and December, Shapleigh 
School students participated in a food drive to 
benefit Footprints Food Pantry. The grade 
level who contributed the most food items 
received a reward of their choice. Students in 
all grade levels demonstrated tremendous 
generosity throughout these months, but 
ultimately, the fifth grade was the top 
contributor. 

To celebrate, each 5th grade teacher led an 
activity in their homeroom. Students chose 
from Code Break, GoNoodle, an art activity, 
and playing group games. After the activities, 
the students were treated to an ice cream 
party with lots of toppings and ended the day 
with an extra recess to burn off all that energy! 

Congratulations to the 5th graders for such a 
great job helping our community!
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The 4th grade traveled to the Museum of Science in 
Boston last week. They had a great time exploring 

the exhibits including; 
science in the 
playground, a 
fascinating 
lighting show, 
engineering activities, 
the hall of human life 
and so much 
more! They also 
watched a presentation 
on the Congo in 4D! It 
was such a cool day to 
explore and learn so 
much about science! 

8th graders have been deep in the study of the Civil 
War! They recently created annotated timelines of 
the five key 
events that lead 
to the biggest 
event in 
American 
history. 
Students have 
been 
demonstrating 
their increased 
literacy skills 
across curriculums; for example in Language Arts, 

they have been 
writing 
argumentative 
conspiracy 
theory essays 
and will present 
their findings in 
a TED Talk-style 
presentation. 

4th Grade Field Trip Fun 8th Grade Integration

Order your yearbook early! Students brought a 
form home last month, but you can order online. 
To order a yearbook visit ybpay.lifetouch.com 
and enter the yearbook code 14010520. Type in 
your child's name, make a payment and your 
child will be on the list to recieve a yearbook! If 
you'd like to purchase with cash or check, send 
in $20 to school in an envelope with your child's 
name, homeroom teacher and "yearbook" 
written on it. All checks should be made out to 
Shapleigh School. If you have any questions 
please contact Mr. Cole 
(scole@kitteryschools.com) or Mrs. Waters 
(kwaters@kitteryschools.com)

Yearbook Orders Hands on Timelines with 
Mr. Harris

http://ybpay.lifetouch.com/
mailto:scole@kitteryschools.com
mailto:kwaters@kitteryschools.com
http://ybpay.lifetouch.com/
mailto:scole@kitteryschools.com
mailto:kwaters@kitteryschools.com
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Seventh graders are working their way through a 
multicultural literature unit.  Students were given 
a choice of several different books and given one 
of their top three choices to read. Students meet 
in their small 
book groups 
and have 
discussions 
about the 
characters 
and plot, after 
those 
meetings 
students 
meet as a 
class and 
have broader 
discussions 
through 
Socratic 
Seminars.  As 
people living in the global 21st century, it is 
important for students to possess cultural 
sensitivity.  Multicultural literature is a powerful 
tool in better understanding other cultures as 
well as our own. 

Introducing a school-wide book BINGO game. We can’t 
all be skiers, so to help us all get through the dull part of 
winter, Shapleigh will be trying a reading challenge for 
fun. Students 
and staff who 
want to 
participate, can 
pick up a 
BINGO card 
and read at 
least four 
different books 
to be entered 
into a raffle for 
gift cards to the 
spring Scholastic book fair and rice krispie treat parties 
for the winners’ homerooms. Every participant gets a 
token prize as well. Fifth-grade WIN reading groups have 
been brainstorming on rules and bingo square 
suggestions and there truly is something for everyone! 
Look for posters around the school, and let the games 
begin!

In Mrs. Cortes' Spanish class, seventh 
graders role played 
being an entrepreneur 
looking to open a 
restaurant. Students 
created their own 
imaginary restaurant 
menus, serving 
dishes from Latin 
America, and gave an 
oral presentation 
about their restaurant 
and what it offers. 
Students learned 
expressions and the 
use of the verb “gustar” to express their 
preferences or their dislike of various foods.

Learning Culture in 7th Grade

Book Bingo!

Shapleigh! 5210 Gold 
Recognition
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        Important Dates 

2/17—No School, President’s Day 

2/18-2/21—No School, Vacation Week 

2/24—Raising Adolescent and Young Men 
Today—KCC 

2/28—Rescheduled Dance Gr. 6-8 

3/2—Vision 2025 Kick Off Event— 6:30 

3/9—Talking about Mental Health and 
Awareness—6pm at KCC 

3/10—Band Concert 

3/11—PTA Meeting/Budget Discussion 

3/12—Chorus Concert 

3/13—No School, Professional 
Development Day 

3/18—Talent Show Dress Rehersal 

3/20—Talent Show 

Save the date!  Kittery’s Got Talent is returning to the 
Shapleigh Stage on Friday, March 20th, 2020.  Mitchell and 
Shapleigh student auditions will be held the week after 
February break, so start getting those acts together!  Are 
you interested in getting more involved?  For more 
information on how you can help, please 
email, karieconomou@gmail.com.

Kittery’s Got Talent!

Japan Club Preparing for 
Our Visitors

Mrs. Gagnon—Future GoalsTeacher of the 
Month 

Shapleigh’s 7th grade science teacher, Corrine Gagnon, is being honored as a 
Boston Bruins Future Goals Most ValuableTeacher! The program is now 
looking to expand this recognition by including her on NHL.com and entering 
her in the MVT (Most Valualable Teacher) program! YOU CAN VOTE 
DAILY the entire month of February. Mrs. Gagnon is more than deserving of 
this honor and we appreciate any and all of your support. 

Please visit this link daily to vote:  https://www.nh.com/community/future-
goals-teacher-of-the-month

http://NHL.com
https://www.nh
http://NHL.com
https://www.nh
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