
Art Explorations and Displays 
7th graders had a great time at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Students took 
a tour with a museum docent who showed them many of the highlights of the 
museum. Thank you to the MFA and PTA for making this field trip possible! We 
have exciting things coming up!  The Kittery K-12 Art Show will be on display 
from May 11-21 at the Kittery Art Association.  Join us for the opening 
reception for students and families on Thursday 5/11 from 3:30-5:00 pm. 
Check out artwork from students in grades K-12 that actually covers the gallery 
walls from floor to ceiling (almost!).    

Shapleigh Welcomes 
Japanese Guests  
Shapleigh School students enjoyed having special 
guests from Japan join their classrooms last week.  
Our guests enjoyed learning about our American 
culture, speaking english with our Shapleigh 
students, and even got to explore the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston!  On Friday, our Japanese 
exchange students hosted each grade level for an 
amazing presentation on Japanese Culture. Students 
learned all about Japanese character painting, 
Origami, and Japanese cuisine. On Friday evening, 
Shapleigh students and our Japanese exchange 
students had a blast at the school dance.  Although 
the experience was brief, the memories will be 
lasting!  We are already looking forward to making 
new friends next year! 

Music Notes 
Fourth-graders have been learning recorder in music 
class and fifth-graders have started a composition 
project. Both grades should be ready to share their 
accomplishments at the Celebration of Learning! 

Reminders: 

The Spring Concert is Thursday, May 18 and will 
feature the 5th-8th grade bands and 6th-8th grade 
choruses. 7th and 8th grade music students will be 
traveling to Canobie Lake Park on Saturday, May 20 
for some well-earned fun. 

The Science of Stars 
In our 5th grade space science unit, students 
learned about constellations and their ancient 
myths.  They also discovered the practical uses of 
constellations for travel direction 
and as a calendar to know 
when to plant and harvest 
crops.  Each student was given 
a set of stars to "interpret" as 
their own constellation. As part 
of their poetry unit, they also 
wrote a poem about their 
constellation.  
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In the Trenches 
In the 8th grade students enjoyed "getting in the 
trenches" during a World War One simulation! 

Students read primary documents to each other as 
they knelt behind our make shift trenches in the 
classroom. These documents taught us about 
weaponry technology, the science of chemical gases, 
the living conditions in the trenches, and the 
psychological toll of warfare. Students were covered 
(confetti) with various elements they would have 
encountered in World War One trenches and each 
assigned a "fate". By chance, the simulation 
occurred the day after Syrian civilians were targeted 
with chemical 
weapons. Mrs. 
Ayotte was very 
proud of the 
thoughtful 
questions and 
connections the 
students made 
between history 
and the modern 
world.
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4TH GRADE WEATHER 
Fourth grade students recently finished their 
nonfiction reading unit "Reading the Weather, 
Reading the World".  The unit aimed to teach 
students how to synthesize nonfiction text 
through the lens of studying natural disasters. 
Students worked both independently and 
cooperatively in small groups studying 
extreme weather and other natural disasters.  
The students were engaged with learning 
different nonfiction text structures, allowing 
them to research a specific natural disaster and 
summarize their findings with evidence.  After 
much research, groups produced and 
presented a Venn Diagram comparing and 
contrasting two natural disasters. 

Important Dates 

5/4: York County Special Olympics 
5/5: Mid-Term Progress Reports 
5/9: EmpowerME Essay Testing Gr. 4 & 7 
5/9: PBL Parent Advisory Committee 
5/10: EmpowerME Essay Testing Gr. 6 
5/11: EmpowerME Essay Testing Gr. 5 & 8 
5/11: Kittery Art Assoc. Art Show Opening 
5/12: Grade 4 & 5 Social 
5/16: SHARK Awards Night 
5/18: Shapleigh Band & Chorus Concert 
5/19: No School / Teacher Workshop 
5/27: Band @ Memorial Day Parade 
5/29: No School / Memorial Day  
6/7: Early Release 
6/7: Showcase of Learning 
6/20: Shapleigh Field Day 
6/21: 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony 
6/21: Last Day of School 


