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Our mission at Shapleigh School is to help 
students grow in mind, body, and spirit
in a safe and caring environment.
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September 2012

Dear Parents/Guardians,

The palette of gold, green, brown, and crimson accompanied by the crisp autumn air that has descended upon 
us is evidence that summer is definitely over and fall is here. At Shapleigh we are back in full swing, 
reacquainted with the returning members of our learning community, and thrilled to welcome many 
newcomers. Our summer letter introduced you to most of our new staff, but I wanted to mention them once 
again as we have had some additional people join us. Our new teaching staff includes grade four teachers 
Emily Foster and Kerry Waters, Lauren MacPherson in grade six mathematics, Ashleigh Locke in grade seven 
mathematics, Heidi Ayotte in grade eight social studies, and Karina Magee in grade seven Spanish. We also 
have Donna Whitman, who will work with us every Wednesday to assist with Gifted and Talented, Laurie 
Lambert, our new behaviorist, Wendy Collins, our new Food Services Director, Andi Wentworth, our new 
kitchen manager, and Ed Techs Hillary Humiston, Janis Watson, and Becky Guy. 

In addition to new staff, we also have a number of new students -  41 to be exact.  We have 6 new students in 
grade 4, 9 in grade five, 14 in grade six, 5 in grade seven, and 7 in grade eight bringing our total number of 
students to 407. Coming to us from Hawaii, California, Alaska, Washington, Texas, Virginia, and many other 
states we are all getting to know and understand each other. I know you will help us in welcoming these new 
families to Kittery and the Shapleigh learning community.

An important change this year for Mitchell and Shapleigh students is that we are moving to trimesters. This 
provides students with a longer period of time before a summative assessment of student progress is made. It 
allows teachers to collect ample data to provide a meaningful report on student progress. Instruction will 
remain basically the same; only the timeframe for reporting will change. This change, which has occurred in 
many elementary and middle schools, means that you will receive three report cards and three progress 
reports throughout the year. Dates for those reports are:

•10/26  Progress Report
•12/07  Report Card
•01/25  Progress Report
•03/22  Report Card
•05/10 Progress Report
•06/21 Report Card (Tentative)

Because students in grades 5-8 receive mostly traditional grading with letter grades,  we encourage you to 
check the parent portal regularly to keep abreast of your child’s progress. If you logged on to the parent portal 
last year, you should be able to log on in the same manner. We will be sending letters home with information 
on how to log on for those who have forgotten how or who have not logged on before.



7TH & 8TH GRADE 

LAPTOPS

Parent Drop Off 

and Pick Up
If you are dropping your child off in the 
morning before 7:30 am, remember to 
drop him/her off by the gym. Please 
pull up as far as you can before letting 
your child out. This will prevent cars 
from having to line up on Stevenson 
Road. Whenever possible, students 
should exit the car from the driver’s 
side to avoid stepping into the 
driveway area. Please do not let your 
child off in the parking lot area so that 
he/she has to walk where there are 
moving vehicles.

In the afternoon, walkers or bike riders 
and those using private transportation 
are dismissed after the buses leave 
about 2:20 pm. A duty teacher remains 
with students until all  students are 
picked up. Please be sure to arrive 
promptly. All students should be picked 
up by 2:30 as there is no assigned 
supervision after that time.

Thank you for your cooperation and 
ensuring the safety of our students.

Larry the Lobster will visit 

the fourth grade 

Thursday, September 27 

at 10:45 am.

Insurance information on laptops has 
arrived. Parents/guardians of all seventh 
graders and eighth graders who are new 
to Shapleigh must attend a parent 
meeting on the laptop before the laptop is 
allowed to go home.
 
The cost to purchase the laptop insurance 
is $70, which can be paid in one lump 
sum due October 15 or in 
installments:
$30 due October 15;                    
$20 due November 15, and 
$20 due December 15. 
The deductible is $100.
Covered damage includes 
but is not limited to liquid 
damages, accidental 
dropping, stolen or lost                              
laptops. Exclusions include 
war, flood, and 
earthquakes. Parent 
meetings are scheduled 
for: 
September 25 @ 6:00 pm; 
September 26 @ 2:30 pm; 
September 28 @ 7:30 am; 
and 

Our American Heroes
Many of our students wrote 
stories and letters to be 
shared with thirteen 
Marines  wounded in the 
line of duty. Organizers of 
this event will take the 
letters to Lebanon, Maine 
this weekend. We appreciate 
the efforts of these students 
in helping to “change the 
world one act of kindness at 
a time”.

LOST

On the night of Open House                 
a saxophone disappeared           
from school. Please check               
your home to see if your                    
son or daughter picked up               
the wrong saxophone by              
mistake. The instrument was in a 
black  case. Please contact Mrs. 
West  at 439-2572 if you took the 
sax by mistake so that we may 
return it to the musician who lost 
it.

Thank You!
The staff and students of 
Shapleigh School would 
like to send a huge thank 
you to Sue Hill and 
Jackie Kagillery from 
Traip and Mitchell for all 
of their help in getting 
our cafeteria running 
smoothly to start the 
year. We enjoyed having 
you here, and we will 
miss you!



WHAT’S UP?  
SEPTEMBER 25                                          
• Laptop Meeting 6:00 pm               

SEPTEMBER 26                              
• LAptop Meeting 2:30 pm

SEPTEMBER 27                                          
• PTA Meeting at Mitchell 6:30 pm

SEPTEMBER 28                                    
• Laptop Meeting 7:30 am                         
* First Dance for grades 6-8 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

OCTOBER 01                                                
• Picture Day

OCTOBER 02                                                  
• NECAP testing begins                              
* School Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

OCTOBER 03                                                                            
• Laptop Meeting 7:30 am

OCTOBER 8                                                                           
• No School / Columbus Day

OCTOBER 16                                                                           
* School Committee Meeting 6:30 pm               
* Family Engineering Night

OCTOBER 18                                            
• Early Release Day

OCTOBER 19                                            
• No School / Staff Development Day            

OCTOBER 26                                    
• Progress Reports Go Home                           
* 6-8 Dance 7:00 - 9:00 pm

NOVEMBER 01                                      
* Parent Conferences 4:00 - 8:00 pm

NOVEMBER 06                                              
* Election Day                                         
* School Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

NOVEMBER 08                                      
* Parent Conferences 4:00 - 8:00 pm

NOVEMBER 12                                          

• No School / Veteran’s Day                                         

NECAP Testing
NECAP testing will begin on October 2nd. Students in grades four through 
eight will be testing in mathematics and reading. Students in grades five and 
eight will also be taking a writing test. While those students are taking the 
NECAP writing prompt, students in grades four, six, and seven will also be 
doing a writing prompt that will be scored by teachers. In the spring we will 
give a second writing prompt to all students so that we can evaluate student 
progress in writing.

During the testing we provide students with water and sugarless gum. If you 
would like to donate either of these to your child’s classroom, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Please purchase the small size water bottles (8-10 oz) 
and be sure the gum is sugarless and not bubble gum. If you do not want 
your child to have gum, please let his/her teacher know. You may provide 
sugarless mints in place of gum.

Although we want children to eat a good breakfast and get plenty of sleep on 
a regular basis, we want to remind you that children perform better when 
they are well rested and have eaten a good breakfast.

Staff and students have been working diligently to be sure that all students 
have the skills and knowledge to perform well on these tests. We improved 
our school-wide score in reading last year by 17%. 83% of our students met 
or exceeded the standards in reading. As you know, our students continued                          
their zest for reading this 
summer with the Scholastic 
summer reading program. 
We are challenging our 
students to raise last 
year’s score by at least 
3%. In mathematics, 75% 
of our students met or 
exceeded the standards, 
and we are challenging 
them to raise that score 
by 5%. Last January we 
celebrated with a SHARK 
parade, and we are in 
hopes that this year’s 
SHARKS will once again 
exceed the targets we 
have set. Let’s show 
them just how well 
Shapleigh Sharks Devour 
Knowledge.

Enjoy harvest time!
Wanda Avery

Expectations for Student Dress in 
the Shapleigh Learning 

Community

Staff and students have been working together to create a learning environment that supports scholarship and service. We have worked conscientiously and successfully for the past two years to improve our performance in reading and to create a culture of kindness. Creating a culture that supports learning includes a culture in which staff and students behave and dress in a manner that supports learning. 

For the most part our students dress very appropriately for the learning environment. The new style of leggings that is currently  in fashion for girls has posed some concerns. Many of the leggings are very form fitting.  It is our opinion that many of them were designed to be worn with a skirt, dress, or long top over them and not to be worn as pants. Please help us by monitoring the leggings that your child wears to school.     If the leggings are form fitting, girls should wear a skirt, shorts, or top over them that reaches to mid-thigh. We appreciate your assistance in helping us to create an environment that is conducive to learning. 


