
Calling all Creative & Kind Kids!  
The Creative Acts of Kindness art group will be starting up soon! Students are 
invited to stay after school once or twice a month to create art projects that 
help spread positivity in our community.  One of our first projects will be to 
make clay bowls to donate to our Shapleigh Empty Bowls fundraiser that will 
take place this spring.  In our work together, students will learn about the 
importance of giving back and working together toward a common goal.  All 
students interested can check in with Mrs. Sutherland in the art room for 
more information about how to sign up. Our first session will be after school 
on Thursday, November 10th! 

 
More Fun with Maps   
4th grade students have been working hard in their 
classes developing Maine state maps as a 
culminating project to the Geography of Maine unit.  
Students learned about towns, cities, landforms, 
and waterways such as lakes, rivers, and oceans.  
Mrs. Gilpatrick's class created their maps using salt 
dough to include the topography of our state 
showing the uplands, lowlands, and mountain 
ranges!  Teachers were greatly impressed with the 
knowledge and creativity of all of the fourth grade 
students. 

Writing on the Go 
5th Grade students are 
working to increase writing 
volume and stamina with 
creative writing prompts! 
Walking writing prompts 
place the students in the 
setting of the prompt. 
Today's prompt asks the 
students to write a short 
story using this as the first 
line: 
There it was at the end of the 
hallway--a small door that I 
had never noticed before… 

Arguing the Point in 
Language Arts 
Students in 8th grade completed their “Psychotic 
Stories” unit in Language Arts with a debate on the 
guilt or innocence of the narrator in Edgar Allen 
Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart. Using textual evidence and 
the definition of “criminal insanity,” students found 
specific details in the story based on if they were on 
the prosecution or defense team to form arguments 
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either for or against the sanity of the main character. 
Judge Le presided over the debate and anyone who 
had an argument against what was being presented 
would raise a white card as a signal to speak. The 
students did a fantastic job listening to the 
presented sides and gave some very compelling 
arguments! 

Engineering in the 
Classroom 

7th grade science students completed their first 
engineering and design challenge, "Dino Drop”. The 
task was to create an invention to slow the fall of a 
dinosaur. The only materials students could use 
were a plastic bag, a paper bag, piece of paper, 
scissors, tape and string. 

The Art of Writing 
Students in 7th grade just completed a study of the 
writing process using a variety of media to 
investigate the idea of a process (starting with 
sculpting clay pencil holders), comparing a sculptor 
to a writer, using terminology associated with 
writing such as drafting, revising, and editing, and 
then developing their own writing process. Students 

created a visual through any medium they wished 
(poster, Prezi, slideshow, stop motion movie) and 
explained their process in writing, and then 
presented their process to their classmates in a 
presentation that was videotaped for their 
portfolios. Immersion in this work helped students 
to understand that all writers use a process to create 
publishable work, certain vocabulary words help us 
to discuss writing more accurately, and that THEY 
are writers with a process! 
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STUDENTS WORK WITH NUTRITION  
TO DO THE MATH 

The Kittery School Nutrition Program has teamed up 
with four 5th grade students from Mr. Bennington's 
class to make a week-long menu for December. 
Students were shown the guidelines for a lunch for 
grades 4-8. 

Students were given the following USDA guidelines 
for students in grades K-5 and 6-8.  Students then 
used math to figure out the serving sizes. 
Guidelines: 
Calories 600-650 
Saturated Fat <10 % of total calories 
Sodium <1230 milligrams 
Trans fat 0 (except naturally occurring such as beef) 

In addition, students were given the nutritional 
information for 3-4 products from each menu item 
to compare. They quickly realized that buying 
potatoes and making oven fried potatoes from 
scratch rather than packaged/processed potato 
wedges is hugely more nutritious and balances out 
the meal pattern requirements.  

Students also learned how to read nutrition labels 
for grains by making sure the first ingredient is a 
whole grain.  We talked about shopping for products 
based on nutritional values along with finding a 
product that tastes good and fits into a budget. 

Our next lesson is learning about “Per Meal Costs” 
which will include figuring how many meat and 
grain equivalents are in a product! 



Quilting with Math 
Ms. Voltaire's 5th grade math 
students each created a quilt 
square using their math skills 
about area. Students created 
a design using cubic 
centimeters squares and then 
calculated the area of their 
design. The result shows a     

 unique area math quilt!  

Campfire Share! 
The sixth grade has wrapped up their narrative 
writing unit with a “campfire share” in Mrs. Roy’s 
room. Language Arts students wrote a Halloween 
story using all of their narrative skills and shared it 
around a fake campfire in the classroom! This 
spooky setting was completed with a flashlight to 
shine upon their 
faces while they 
read. Great fun 
was had by all, 
including Mrs. 
Roy (who is 
hoping that she 
doesn’t get 
nightmares from 
all of the zombie 
tales)!   

5th Graders Reach the 
Summit! 
5th graders enjoyed a field trip to Mt Agamenticus 
in York last week.  It was a beautiful fall day for a 
hike to the 
summit!  When 
students reached 
the top, they rotated 
through four 
different activities: 
orienteering skills, 
survival skills, 
nature observation 
skills, and a lesson 
in “leaving no 
trace”. Thank you to 
all the volunteers 
who helped make 
this a great day!
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MARATHON CLUB 
Dozens of Shapleigh School fourth and fifth 
graders have been taking part in the Shapleigh 
Marathon Club. The club, which started earlier this 
month, is challenging students to run the 
equivalent of a marathon (26.2 miles) by 
Thanksgiving. On Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
from 7:10-7:25am, students can run laps around 
the track to add to their marathon total.  There is 
still time to take part and complete your 26.2 miles 
by Thanksgiving! 
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Important Dates 

11/2: Early Release Day 
11/3: Last Day of Book Fair 
11/7-11/18: Food Drive 
11/11: Veteran’s Day 
11/15: Picture Retakes 
11/18: Gr. 6-8 Dance 
11/23-11/25: Thanksgiving Break 


