
Stack Up 2016 
There were 237 stackers from Shapleigh on November 17th.  Thanks to the 
parent volunteers, teachers and students who participated in trying to help 
break the Guinness Book of World Records for "The most people sport 
stacking at multiple locations on one day." All stackers were required to stack 
for 30 minutes in order to count for the world record. Sport stacking is one of 
the few activities that utilizes both sides of the brain at the same time 
crossing the midline, increasing hand eye coordination, ambidexterity and 
focus.  To learn more and to check out the world records go to: 
 thewssa.com.   Official results will come soon!  

Teaching Kindness   
Recently, 5th grade students had 
the opportunity to learn about 
different kinds of bullying and 
discuss their experiences with 
professional school counselor, 
Kelly Martin. Mrs. Martin 
helped students define and 
identify verbal, physical, 
emotional and sexual bullying, 
as well as the difference 

between teasing and harassment and between 
tattling and reporting. Mrs. Martin ended the lesson 
by creating an analogy with a board and nails. The 
nails were hammered into the wood, and 
represented different kinds of bullying. When the 
nails were removed, the students could see that the 
bullying still left a mark.  Students look forward to 
Mrs. Martin coming back in throughout the year to 
address this very important topic. 

Classics on Stage 
Seventh graders will be attending a play in Concord, 
NH called Encore! which is presented by a repertory 
theater group made up of only five actors who act 

out five classic short stories. Students will read or 
have already read "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" by  
Washington Irving, "The Celebrated Jumping Frog 
of Calaveras County" by Mark Twain, "The Monkey's 
Paw" by WW Jacobs, "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar 
Allan Poe, and "The Necklace" by Guy de 
Maupassant. On December 5th, they will see these 
stories brought to life on stage.  

Maine Marine Science 
Mr. Cady's sixth grade science classes are working 
hard to discover the presence (or absence) of an 
invasive red algae along the Maine coast.  This is 
the second year of a citizen science project through 
the Gulf of Maine Research Institute's Vital Signs 
program.  Students sort seaweed samples (ours 
include samples from Nubble Light) collected by the 
Department of Marine Resources.  They find all the 
specimens that are red filamentous algae, then use 
microscope observation to pinpoint the invader. Our 
results, including photo evidence, will be published 
online, verified by scientists, and added to the 
database.  The cool part this year is that we can 
compare this year's map to last year's to see if the 
Dasysiphonia japonica has spread further.  Students 
are really focused and honing their observation and 
scientific reasoning skills. 
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Shapleigh Shark News 

http://thewssa.com/


Weekly News 
Seventh grade students Joshua 
Philips and Bowman Rollins have 
been filming and producing a 
Weekly Weather and Breaking 
News segment for Shapleigh 
students to view at lunch time. 
These segments are also located on 
the Shapleigh School website for 
all to view!! Check it out!   

Reading Buddies 
We are very excited for two therapy dogs to begin 
visiting Shapleigh School!  Jonah, and his owner, 
Paula came for the first time last Friday.  They will 
be coming every other week as part of the R.E.A.D. 
(Reading Education Assistance Dogs) program.  
We will have another therapy dog named Anya start 
in December.  She will provide the same comfort as 
Jonah but with a focus on math.  Her owner, Jill, 
has noticed the level of anxiety some students face 
while working 
on their math 
decrease, just by 
having Anya in 
the room.  Both 
dogs have been 
through 
numerous 
trainings and 
both owners 
have experience 
teaching!  We 
look forward to 
this opportunity 
for our students! 

4th Grade STEM 
Challenge 
The Fourth Graders participated in a cooperative 
learning STEM challenge to see which team could 
build the tallest tower to support a marshmallow. 
They had limited resources including spaghetti, 
string and tape. The winning team won with a 

height of 17.5 inches tall. Awesome job Fourth 
Graders! 
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LOST & FOUND 
Our Lost & Found is located outside of the 
gym doors.  Please encourage your child to 
check the Lost & Found if they are missing 
something as we will be donating items after 
the holiday break. 

NEED HELP FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 
We have a tremendously generous community 
here in Kittery. There are many local 
organizations and families that offer to help 
our Kittery families make sure they have what 
they need for holiday gifts for children, meals 
for holidays, and warm clothes for the winter. If 
you could use help in any of these areas, 
please contact your child's School Counselor 
to ask about possibilities (call or email).  

Grades 4-5: Kelly Martin 
at kmartin@kitteryschools.com  

Grades 6-8: Kristin O'Neill at 
koneill@kitteryschools.com 
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Showcasing Spark 
As part of a focus on STRENGTH in our SHARK 
work habits, and a connection to the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective Teens, seventh grade students were 
asked to identify a strength, spark, or interest that 
they wanted to showcase for their peers and the 
time for that showcase is NEXT WEDNESDAY, 
December 7th! On the early release day, we will 
block out two periods to have students present and 
experience expertise in a variety of areas, such as 
sports skills, musical talents, love of cooking and 
baking, computer skills, and many other unique 
interests. We are excited to see student strengths in 
action! 

Freedom Trail Trip 
The 8th grade culminated their Social Studies unit 
on the Revolutionary War by going to Boston and 
exploring the Freedom Trail.  The students walked 
the entire 3.1 mile trail and visited each of the 
major sites, such as Boston Commons, Paul Revere’s 
House, and Bunker Hill.  The students had a great 
time and really enjoyed seeing history in person. 

Artistic Expressions 
In art class, 5th 
graders started a 
project inspired by 
the artist Georgia 
O'Keeffe. O'Keeffe is 
famous for her 
paintings of large, 
abstract flowers. 
Shapleigh students 
are looking at scale 
and how objects look close up. They are zooming in 
on flowers to create a series of drawings that will 
later become large paintings. Students will also 
practice a blending technique to add highlights and 
shadows in their final paintings. Pictured: Gabe 
proudly shows off his beginning sketch and final 
draft drawing, which will later turn into his 
painting! 

Donations Needed! 
The art room is in 
need of plastic egg 
cartons (not paper 
ones) and paper 
plates.  Any 
donations are 
greatly appreciated! 
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KITTERY K-8 PTA FUNDRAISER! 
Join us on Saturday, December 10th from 
10am-2pm at Barnes & Noble in 
Newington, NH.  There will be festive 
performances by our own Shapleigh Brass 
Ensemble, and Chorus Carolers, as well as 
special guest readers!  Proceeds will go 
directly to our Kittery K-8 PTA! 
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Important Dates 

12/2: Trimester 1 Grades Close 
12/3: Kittery Holiday Parade 3pm 
12/5: 7th Grade Field Trip 
12/7: PBL Parent Forum 
12/9: Trimester 1 Report Cards 
12/9: Grades 4 & 5 Dance 
12/10: PTA Barnes & Noble Fundraiser 
12/15: Shapleigh Holiday Concert 
12/20: 6th Grade Field Trip 
12/23-1/2: Holiday Vacation 


